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On Feb. 14, State Department spokespersons said Nicaraguan Deputy Foreign Minister Victor
Tinoco had been denied a visa to enter the US in reprisal for Managua's decision to deny visas
to US congresspersons who wish to observe the Feb. 25 election. Tinoco had received invitations
to participate in conferences sponsored by the Carnegie Foundation for International Peace on
Feb. 15, and the Society of the Americas on Feb. 16. Spokespersons at the Nicaraguan Embassy
in Washington said some US congresspersons planning trips to Nicaragua for the elections have
not received visas. However, delays are the result of the large number of persons requesting visas,
rather than a generalized denial to those congresspersons. An "official US delegation" appointed by
President Bush some months ago was dismantled last week by Sen. Richard Lugar (R-Ind.). Lugar
said some of the delegation members had not received visas, and that the Nicaraguan government
had refused to permit entry to the delegation as a whole to protest the US economic embargo and
continued financial assistance to the contras. In several statements, Nicaraguan officials said that
the congresspersons could nonetheless travel to Nicaragua to observe the election as long as they
attached themselves to whatever other delegation already invited/authorized by the government.
(Basic data from Notimex, 02/14/90)
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